
 Animals always use as many of their senses as possible.  When you are out-

doors, keep in mind that something is always aware of you even before 

you approach.  Try to think of what an animal might hear as you move. 

 Take some time outdoors and try to remain as quiet as possible.  Do you 

start to hear sounds you weren’t aware of before?  Do you feel like you are 

able to hear more or that more things have started to make noise, or both?  

Do you know the source of the sound?  Try to describe what you hear.  

How does the sound make you feel? 

 Most non-predatory animals have alarm calls which they will give when 

they feel that there is danger near— this danger usually includes passing 

humans.  They will usually have different calls for ground-based and aerial 

threats.  If you are quiet and start hearing several alarm calls or one sus-

tained call, look around— you may see a larger predator! 

 Birds, in particular, have calls that fall into 3 main groups:  Territorial songs 

used to defend their home turf and attract mates, Location calls used to 

communicate their location to others in their group, and Alarm calls to 

signal danger to others. 

 Often our words for sounds and 

hearing are onomatopoeic, meaning 

that they were made to mimic the sound 

they are naming.  Words like crack, whoosh, and 

even names like Chickadee are all onomatopoeic! 

 Since most of their prey are adapted for night survival and 

have great hearing abilities, Owls have specially adapted 

feathers for silent flight and offset ear canals which help to 

give them precise long-range hearing. 

 Animals like bats and coyotes can hear sounds at much  

higher frequencies than humans.  Bats communicate in   

frequencies too high for us to hear but there are bat      

detection devices to help us hear when they are flying. 

Some words to describe a sound’s qualities 

High, low, deep, shrill, strident, long, short, faint, 

sharp, keen, muffled, fast, slow, rhythmic, wild, 

abrupt, melodic, soothing, distant, sweet, subtle, 

violent, discordant, harmonious, sudden, unex-

pected, hesitant, gentle, happy, mournful, lonely, 

comforting, steady, broken, flat, rich, resonant, 

dull, airy, urgent,  

Some words to describe a sound’s behavior  

( Notice that some are actual names of sounds as 

well and that most are related to movements) 

Pulse, boom, echo, snap, ring, clash, erupt, tear, 

pound, whisper, sigh, breathe, roar, flow, knock, 

howl, rumble, drift, bubble, pop, resonate, 

screech, rush, whistle, flutter, crash, growl, pour, 

tumble, tap, yell, sing, scrape, whine, crackle, 

thump, scream, rustle, waver, whoosh, click, clat-

ter, skitter, rise, trail off, crescendo, vibrate, croak, 

clap, kick, skid, emit, evoke, bounce, creak, rasp, 

rattle, slap, chirp, snarl, hiss 

Writing about Sound 

It is difficult (though possible) to draw a sound but it can also be hard 

to know how to describe and write about the sounds we hear.  To the 

left are some lists of words that can help to convey what we’ve heard.  

You can use them to find just the right description when trying to write 

in your journal about something you hear but you can also use them as 

a sort of game to help in thinking about sound.  Try taking one random 

word from the top list and pairing it with a random word from the 

bottom list.  Try to think of what kind of sounds these words could be 

used to describe.  What in nature might make a sound like that? 




