
1.  Begin  with your  back against  

the  tree,  and  walk away  from 

it  using 10  normal  strides.  

2.  Hold  this  card  so that  the  inch 

scale  is  horizontal  

3.  Align  the  end  of  the  ruler  

with the  left  side  of  the  tree  

trunk  

4.  Read  the  number  of  inches  

where  the  right  side  of  the  

trunk crosses  the  ruler  

5.  Use  this  number  with the  

table  at  left  to get  a  rough  

idea of  the  thickness  

(diameter) of  the  tree  in   

inches  to get  a rough  idea  of  

the  circumference,  multiply  

the  thickness  by  3.  

Scale  Reading      Trunk Diameter  

      1/4”   2  1/2”  

      1/2”   5”  

      3/4”   7  1/2”  

      1”   10”  

      2”   20”  

      3”   30”  

      4”   40”  

      5”   50”  

      6”   60”  

      7”   70”  

1.  Begin  with your  back against  

the  tree  and  walk 50  normal  

strides  away  

2.  Hold  this  card  at  arm’s  

length so that  the  ruler  is  

vertical  

3.  Keeping the  card  vertically  

straight,  count  the  number  

of  ruler  lengths  from the  

tree’s  base  to the  tip  

4.  Use  the  table  at  left  to  find  

the  approximate  height  of  

your  tree.   “Under  5’”  and  

“5’To 6’”  both refer  to your  

own  height—  choosing the  

most  appropriate  one  will  

correct  for  your  arm length 

and  give  you  a slightly  more  

accurate  measurement.  

Length #       Under  5’      5’  To 6’  

    1/2          18’           22’  

      1          36’           43’  

   1 1/2          50’           61’  

      2          77’           89’  

   2  1/2          87’          103’  

      3         128’          142’  

      4         197’          208’  

      5         295’          296’  

Drawings,  measurements  used  and  text  adapted  from —>  “Western  Tree  Book”  by  George  Palmer  and  Martha Stuckey  

Jeffrey  

Pine  

Needles–  7”-11”  

bundles  of  3  

Cones- 5”-10”  long  

Height- 82’-175’  

Bark- smells  like  

vanilla between  

ridges,  mature  may  

look more  plated  

Sugar Pine  

Needles–  2”-4”,  

bundles  of  5  

Cones–  10”-20”  long  

Height–  175’-210’  

Bark–  Thick vertical  

ridges  with loose  

cinnamon  colored  

or  purplish scales  

White  Fir  

Needles–  1.5”-2”,  

single  needles  

Cones–  2”-5”  long  

Height–  60’-200’  

Bark–  young are  

smooth and  white,  

mature  have  thick,  

rounded  ridges  

Lodgepole  

Pine  

Needles–  1”-3”  

bundles  of  2  

Cones- 1”-3”  long  

Height–  130’-160’  

Bark–  thin,  smooth 

and  slightly  flaky,  

light  pale  reddish to 

light  gray  




